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Number of words recognized by children ages 1 to 5
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J okes among family members can help kids build their vocabulary.

@ Parents can help their babies learn words faster by limiting the use of
familects.
@ The first 18 months are not very important for language learning.

@ ‘When children reach age 5, they realize how important familects are.
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A “familect” consists of unique words and phrases used

by people in the same household. The word comes from
two Pnalich wands “famite” and “dialact ? which maanc o
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inch Studies of language learning show the importance of

repe familects. During critical early periods, the private
dialects spoken at home have a significant influence on
exp how children understand and use language. Active,
mis| playful uses of language at home help children learn

31.4%
71.3%
54.5%
41.6%
30.5%
22.0%

IERXE
SS65~70
SS60~65
SS55~60
SS50~55
SS45~50

turr

fum words from other sources.
mix

private joke.

Familects are similar to slang among people of the same
age or focial group. But there are key differences. For
example, slang is often taken from music, TV shows, or
social media. Therefore, it hags meaning for many people.
Both familects and slang mark group identities, but some
teens and young adults use slang to express new identities
or disagreements with older people. By contrast, familects
are used to create closeness and heal conflicts. Repetitions
of familiar words after arguments or stressful situations

remind people of the bonds they share.

Languages are living things, so people often add new
meanings. Children play a unique role in this process and
often make important contributions to familects. The
beginnings of close bonds, such as when couples or
roommates are first learning about each other, also shape
these private home languages. This is also true for
difficult experiences like becoming new parents or

starting university.
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